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The professional doctorate in social work 
programme at the Tavistock Centre has been 
running for over 12 years and in this the time
innovative, challenging and original research 
methods have emerged in relation to important
and neglected topics.  The programme 
encourages students to explore aspects of 
professional practice that are close to their own
experience. Often these projects engage with 
realities well known to social workers, but which
are marginalised or thinly represented in wider
social discourse.  

Thus some unique methodological perspectives
have emerged, enabling researchers to work ‘at
the margins of mind and society’. These 
approaches validate both important service user
perspectives, and under-represented professional
experiences – for example, the lived experience of
unaccompanied children and young people, the
life histories and experiences of homeless people,
the impact of child deaths on practitioners and
organisations, making relationships with 
profoundly learning disabled adolescents. The 
conference aims to explore the inter-connections
between the methodological challenges of 
accessing such themes, and the professional and
research stances entailed by this work.

Aims of the day:

• To engage participants in an experientially 
oriented day that reflects the research process 
itself.

• To articulate and make sense of the 
methodological paradigm that has emerged on
the programme.

• To describe and promote innovative 
methodological perspectives to researchers, 
doctoral students and academics, as well as a 
wider interested audience.

Programme

9.00 Registration and Coffee

9.30 Welcome and Introduction

9.40 Keynote Presentation: ‘Researching at the 
Margins of Mind and Society’
Andrew Cooper, Professor of Social Work, The 
Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust and 
University of East London

10.30 Coffee break

11.00 Innovations in Social Work Research: Parallel 
workshops

Six doctoral researchers will give accounts of their 
work, focusing on different aspects of the links 
between methodology, their own professional 
experience and subjectivity, and the discovery and 
recovery of marginalised and neglected themes in 
social work practice. 

1.00 Lunch

2.00 Workshops

Each of these workshops will engage 
participants experientially in developing further 
understanding of the links between researcher 
subjectivity and positioning, hidden or 
marginalised themes in practice and society, and 
the methodological challenges of genuine 
‘discovery’. 

l Finding a Research Topic: Personal passion, 
social purpose and professional meaning

l Analysing Data: The reflective research group

l Transference and Counter-transference as 
Research Data

l Observation as a Research Method 

l Narrative Methods 

l Writing Up: Research as intervention and 
transformation

4.00 Tea Break

4.30 Plenary Session

5.15 Close and Drinks Reception

FURTHER INFORMATION
Conference, Events and Marketing Unit
The Tavistock Centre, 
120 Belsize Lane, 
London NW3 5BA

Tel: 020 8938 2285
Fax: 020 7447 3837
Email: events@tavi-port.ac.uk
www.tavistockandportman.ac.uk/conferences



CONFERENCE APPLICATION FORM

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

HOW TO BOOK
l Please complete this form, using BLOCK letters 

(photocopy this form if more than one is required, 
one form per person)

l Return the completed form and payment to the 
address below

PAYMENT TERMS
l Payment must be made in full and before the event
l Payment can be made by cheque or credit card, 

receipts will be issued
l Payment can also be made by BACS transfer, 

please contact the Conference Unit for details
l Invoices can be issued to organisations for 

payment, on request and on receipt of an official 
purchase order. Invoices will not be issued without 
the appropriate paperwork

l Invoices cannot be issued within 14 days prior of 
the conference date. All bookings made in this 
time must be paid in full at the time of booking

CONFIRMATION
l Bookings will be confirmed on receipt of a 

completed application form and full payment of 
the conference fee

l Joining instructions will be sent to you by email if 
an email address is given, otherwise will be sent 
in the post

CANCELLATION POLICY
l All cancellations must be made in writing to the 

address below
l All cancellations are subject to an administration 

charge of 10% of the conference fee
l Cancellations made no later than 14 days prior 

to the conference are eligible for a full refund 
minus the administration charge

l No refunds will be given for cancellations made 
within 14 days of the conference date

l The Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust 
reserves the right change the conference content, 
timing, speakers or venue without notice

DATA PROTECTION
The Trust does not make your details available to any
external organisations. Your details will be added to our
database to process your request and to keep you
updated with relevant training and events  If you do not
wish to receive this information, please tick the box c

PERSONAL DETAILS

Please complete clearly in block letters

TITLE

FIRST NAME

SURNAME

JOB TITLE

DEPARTMENT

ORGANISATION

ADDRESS

CITY

COUNTY

POSTCODE

COUNTRY

TEL

FAX

EMAIL (please print clearly)

SIGNATURE

DATE

PAYMENT DETAILS

c I enclose a cheque for £110/£88 made 
payable to The Tavistock and Portman 
NHS Trust

c Please debit my Credit/Debit Card 
for £110/£88

Visa / MasterCard / Switch/Maestro / Delta

(Delete as appropriate)

Card Number

Expiry date

Issue No/Start Date 

(Switch/Maestro only) 

Security code 

(Last 3 numbers on the back of the card) 

If your organisation will be paying and needs
invoicing, please read Payment Terms and
Conditions for how to arrange this.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS

Please indicate here if you have any special
dietary or any other requirements:

WHERE DID YOU HEAR
ABOUT THIS CONFERENCE?

c Flier
c Email
c Advert (please state)

c Trust website
c Other website (please state)

c Flier passed on by colleague
c Personal Recommendation
c Tavistock event/notice board
c Other events (please state)

c None of the above

FURTHER INFORMATION
Conference, CPD and Events Unit
The Tavistock Centre, 
120 Belsize Lane, 
London NW3 5BA

Tel: 020 8938 2285
Fax: 020 7447 3837
Email: events@tavi-port.ac.uk
www.tavistockandportman.ac.uk
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